
Ch 5 - Community Organization and Urban Renewal 

Late 1930s-1940s: Saul Alinsky organized Back of the Yards Council to mobilize stockyard 

residents for better housing, recreation facilities, and city services 

111 - "In an area 90 percent Catholic, church support for the organization [BOYC] was crucial to 

its success." 

• Bishop Bernard J. Sheil - shielded from accusations of communism 

• 1949, Catholic clergy assumed leadership roles in BOYC 

• 1952 John O'Grady (Natl Conference of Catholic Charities) gave talk "The Parish in a 

Changing City" 

• 1955 O'Grady says to welcome all newcomers (meant African Americans) 

113 - "A handful of clerics funded a series of Alinsky-style projects with similar pragmatism. 

Their hope was to create citizen organizations capable of reaching beyond the traditional, insular 

life of the parish in order to shape plans developed in Washington or City Hall." 

• Failed in Lackawanna and Chelsea 

• Local politicians lured organizers away with patronage jobs 

• Lack of interfaith cooperation 

• Refused to integrate 

• Chelsea failed after Hudson Guild announced project which would eliminate slum 

housing "displacing hundreds of poorer families, mostly Roman Catholic, with a more 

heterogeneous population of a higher social class" (115); Alinsky, Fr. Robert Dunn of St. 

Columba parish responded w/ strikes, protests, & meetings with the mayor 

118 - "the archbishop's plea for 'community organization[s] to ensure that Neroes do gain access 

to our communities, but not to the degree that we merely extrand the boundaries of the racial 

ghetto'" 

• New archbishop Albert Meyer 

• 1959 - Meyer spoke to 10 pastors of churches on the color line about new Organization 

for a Southwest Community (OSC) 

• Emphasize ecumenical cooperation 

120 - " 'the idea of being inoculated with a certain quota of Negroes for white immunity.' 

Organizers also attempted to prevent harassment of African-American visitors to the 

neighborhood, and the almost ritualistic vandalism of the first African-American home on a 

particular block by gangs such as 'The Saints'. " 

• "The most important institutions in the area were Catholic parishes." 

• Monsignor John McMahon of St. Sabina's - gave OSC complete support, met with small 

groups, designated leaders of block clubs to watch for illegal home-conversions, assisted 

in forming parish credit union to issue home loans 



• Monsignor Stephen McMahon of Little Flower - refused to participate, integration = 

communism 

120 - St. Leo's - "As in so many of the Catholic parishes of the era, church and community in the 

heavily Catholic neighborhood has become synonymous", Monsignor Patrick Molloy, fear racial 

transition 

• Molloy - dismiss African American seminarian, order "burr-heads" out of Church, 1960 

wouldn't allow AA woman to register at Church 

• 121 - "Clean up, paint up and be proud of your Auburn Park. It is YOUR home, the home 

of your Father and Mother." 

October 1960 - OSC held first convention w/ Catholic & Protestant, white & black 

• Established loan organizations to help families stay in the neighborhood, bankers 

wouldn't issue b/c areas were red-lined 

• 1961 - attempt to remove segregationist label, include African-American neighborhood in 

community organizations 

• Rev. Martin Farrell forced archdiocese to get 20 AA students into each of the 6 Catholic 

schools 

• 123 - "You can't call yourself a great organizer until you organize Negroes." Ferrell to 

Alinsky 

• 1960 - Alinsky constructed The Woodlawn Organization (TWO) 

123 - "Mayor Daley's appearance at the TWO convention suggests links between parish and 

political life." 

• Deeply connected, helped each other out 

• African Americans were able to get jobs through Catholic Churches 

• Ties helped link politicians with Catholic contractors & unions in post-war boom 

• 125 - "Monsignor John O'Grady referred to the 'sacred obligation' to find decent housing 

for all citizens..." 

***126 - "Programs perceived as vital for business and civic interests - the building of freeways, 

the expansion of medical and university facilities - tore out large chunks of urban parishes." 

• Milwaukee parish St. Rose of Lima to stop clearing for I94 - "Using parish funds and 

personnel, the committee immediately organized model-home shows, clean-up 

campaigns and parades through the parish in an attempt to halt racial transition and 

deterioration" 

• John Egan - "Catholics, and especially for hard-pressed Bishops, who are trying to hold 

their dioceses together in an age of gigantic population upheaval." 

• Plenty of people disagreed with Egan 


